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must in that event have resigned. Mr. Asquith, however,
would not give way and Mr. Lloyd George, having offered a
judicial inquiry and the offer having been refused, was able to
defeat the vote of censure. The event was decisive over the
whole course of politics from then until the present day. Firstly,
it marked the first direct and unanswered challenge ever offered
to the integrity of a British Prime Minister. The discussion
did not turn on the wisdom of the argument offered in defence
of a policy but on the accuracy of the figures given by the
Prime Minister to the House of Commons. Secondly, it spelt
the final and, as events have shown, the irretrievable ruin of
the Liberal party, an event which was bound to mean the
emergence of the Socialists as the only possible alternative
government to that of the Conservatives. Thirdly, it meant
that the bitterness of party and personal strife would prevent
the most experienced, the best educated, and the most liberal-
minded statesmen left in Europe from playing a part in the
peace negotiations which must in any event soon begin.

If, however, Mr. Lloyd George was yielding nothing on the
political front, he had made a rapid enough volte-face in France
and had at last agreed to place the British Armies, bent but not
broken by the ferocious German attacks of March 1918, under
French command. On the advice of Lord Milner, who repre-
sented the British Government at the decisive conference at
Doullens, the command was given to Marshal Foch, the only
soldier on the western front of whom it can be said that he
remained in the public estimation capable of commanding
although he commanded.

Foch was not a soldier of genius but he was a man of the
highest qualifications, with a moral authority unequalled by
any other British or French general. His appointment was a
decisive factor in winning the wax because it spelt to the
unbroken but harassed infantry of two nations a fresh, vigorous,
professional, and undivided mind, applied to the problem of
winning their war. The root cause of the disasters on. the
western and other fronts had been the inability of the French
and British parliamentary systems to conduct a war. The real
reason why there had been no united command was that both
parliaments were determined to go on making the attempt to